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CAPTAIN ASHLEY'S
UTAI FORT.

(By Ike Russell.)

It was built on Utah Lake in 1825, was graced
by a six pounder cannon hauled overland from St
Louis In 1827, and represented the first fight of
Americans against Mexican and British rivals for
the fur and Indian trade of the Great Basin,

Should the Wigard of the Wasatch carnival
ever become a reality and bring the Wizard down
from the snow-capped peaks of the eastward
mountaln ehain, he probably would need an ex-
tensive “got acguainted” session before the people
of the valleys were properly lotroduced to some
of his earllest and begl friends,

I this serles of articles on the early explorers
and trappers of the Great Basin, & small amoiant
of data concernlng James Bridger, one of the
first Lreat (Ttahins, has heen brought out, and
it has been intimated that could the record of
other early eltizena be brought forth from the
shandows of neglect, their storles would be fually
as Interesting and ns worth while in completing
the record of those whoge work stirred the In-
terest of the east In the west, precipitated two
wars for It possession, and #tarted the strenm
of fmmigration with swhieh higtory has more
Justly denit.

This third article desls with Captain Willinm
. Ashley, eitizen of Utah valley, once ¢om-
mander of n fort on the shores of Utah lake,
bearlng the title of Fort Ashley, and graced by
A six pounder cannon, haunled overland from B8t
Louls just twenty yearsbefore theMormon Immi-
gration commenced the permanent settlemonts.
Utah Lake should in justice bear his name, as
once it did when he gave the name of “Ute out-
let” to the Jordan river, and of Ashley river to
the prineipal stream running In from the south,

Unlike the man who built the first house in
Ogden valley, Captain Ashley was an Ameriean
His presence here regolted from a warfare of
trade with CGreat Britain, while the prescnce of
Poter Skeen Owden only elghty miles to the
north in exnelly the same period represented the
Nring line of British opposition,

Ashloy's rocord runs to the American archives
At St Louls, where he outfitted the “Roeky
Mountuln Fuy Company,” and meved hls forees,
consisting of 120 wellequipped wmen, to Utah
Lake In 1525, bronght ont & slx pounder two
vears laler, and filteen yeoars afterwnrds, when
the offteial Investigators were making maps,
Fremont, with the same abandon as he Hfted the
nume of Ogden river from the Fuamboldt, snd
without rhyme or reason gave It the name It now
bearg, plnead nisp the nnme of Uah Lake on
Lake Ashley, "In honor of the natlves there ro-
slding.” Fortunately hlgher up In the mountains,
where his lnfluence still lpgered when the magp
mikers came, he secured a slight recognition in
the name of Ashley valley In the Colorado river
system, and of Ashley fork of the Duchesne,

The great Green river, flowing so many miles
nerogs Utih as {8 principal waterway is dignl-
fled by the name of one of his subordinates, a
lieulwvnant operating  for him in that country
while he trapped about the lake systoms of the
Utah, Salt Liake, and Cache valleys.

Cache valley, by the way, took its name from
thig same trapper, for with Henry, for whom
Henry’s Inke is named, and Bridger, who was
destined to become another resident of Utah
for three decades, he eamped In Cache valley,
or Willow valley, as they then called It, during
the winter of 1824.5.

This party had worked up the Missouri, as
Aud Tunt and the Astorians a  dogen  yoars
earller, but they came at a time when the Nops

Wenters had completely looted the first American
trading post at the Columbla's mouth, and had
forced the Amerlcans away from that tiver,

Thus It happens that while Petor Skeen Og-
den's record runs bmack to the Montreal head-
quarters of the North West Company, that of
Ashley s purely the property of Amerieans. He
cnme to Utah up the South Pass in the snmmer
af 1825, over the romd later known as the Mo
mwon fmmigrant road, and down the Bear river vip
Soda Bprings Into Salt Lake valley.

In order to understand properly the coming
of Ashley with his American assoclates, It s
necessary to couple to his work a summary of
that oceurring in the previous decade farther
north.

Many peoples fought for the possession of the
west before fts title was clear, and In this fight
the British, the Russgians, the Americans, the
Mexieans and the French all had more or less
of & hnnd, Utah tervitory, too, was always a pas-
ticipating section. Witness the name of Du-
chesne, loft by the French; Rio Virgen, left by
the Mexicans:; Ogden canyon, left by the Brit-
ish, and PForts Bridger and Ashley, left by the
Amerieans, with Escalante valley remaining from
the days of Spanish oeccupation in Mexico,

Nor was the country totally berefl of Russlan
Influence, It was while Mr. Hunt of Astoria was
absent from his post on the Columbly, travellng
north to further cement friendship and to perfect
4 working agreement with the Russian trading set-
tlements of Alaskn, that a British born subordl-
pite turned traltor, became the Benedlet Arnold
of the West, and surrendered the statlon to the
Britishers who crowded down the Colnmbin after
receiving news that the war of 1812 had broken
ont,

The western chapter of the war of 1812 has
heen overlooked, with the same abandon ns has
Wilson Priee Hunt of New Jersey, who some dny
nay emerge from the forgotten chrraclers as a
great Ameriean celitlzen and explorer, and one of
the mighty forees in the making of the west, whosa
work was gtreatly allerod, in {18 effect through
the actlons of the olher man who mpy emerse
likewise gs the Benediet Arnold of the westward
movement

To begin with the struggle for the Columbin,
the Amerieans there furnished Russian influences
i polot of southernmost eontact through the fact
that one of the objects of John Jacob Astor In
founding Astoria was to supply the Russinn posts
in the northwest coust with supplies. To get a
complete understanding with the Russian Govern-
ment's Hnssinn American Fur Trading ecompany ho
had dispaiched a representative to St. Petersburg
In Muareh, 1811, This agent sneceeded In drawing
up an agreement whereby the Russians nnd Amer-
cans were both to refraln from selling the Indlans
arms, to protect each other In Hmes of danger, o
refrain from itrespassing on each other's trading
grounds, and to unlte against all interlopers. This
of course meant a defensive alliance agninst the
Britigh, who were harpssing Astoria with e flnt
tering American flag, from points higher up the
Columbla, and were walting with lTustful eyes for
AN opportunity to swoop down upon It

The whole story of the wur of 1812 in its effect
pon the Columbia country, and indirectly upon
the Great Basio, through turning the tide of Amwer
lean trappers this way, deserves an extended men:
tion, but here only & mentlon of its results can be
made, While the Atlantlo Americans were fight-
Ing at Dotroit to keep back the Canadian Incursions
to tho south, and on Lake Hrie to clear the great
waterways of British men-of-war, thelr brothers on
the Pacifte were fully as alarmed as were (hose to
the east, and had difficultles to meet both on land
god on gen, In January, 1819, we find John Gaeorge
M'Tarvigh, a partner of the Nor~“Westers, hagten:
ing down the Columbis boaring the nows thatl war
had brokoen out, earrying 4 copy of President Madl-
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